* This a modified version of a German article on the same subject published in Beiträge zum humanitären Völkerrecht, zur völkerrechtlichen Friedenssicherung und zum völkerrecht-lichen Individualschutz (Institut für Friedenssicherungsrecht ed., 1993 after the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 -the first war in which naval mines were offensively employed . 6 -numerous neutral merchant vessels were hit by mines that had broken loose from their moorings. 7 The history of the two World Wars provides countless examples of neutral merchant vessels sunk by mines. 8 Neutral merchant shipping has also been interfered with since 1945. 9 Although the Indo-Pakistani war (1971) lasted only two weeks, at least five neutral merchant vessels were sunk by mines. 10 In 1984, approximately nineteen ships struck mines in the Suez Canal and the Red Sea. 11 Eight merchant vessels not registered in Nicaragua were damaged by mines laid off the coast and ports of that State. 12 During the Iranian-Iraqi war (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) , most of the damage inflicted by the belligerents on international merchant shipping was by aircraft attacks. 13 However, between 1984 and 1987 more than eleven tankers and other ships were also damaged by Iraqi and Iranian mines. 14 Still, until today the only international instrument governing mine warfare at sea is the 1907 Hague Convention VIII relative to the Laying of Automatic Submarine Contact Mines (hereinafter: Hague Convention VIII). 15 In view of the
